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Many deep (WRSIDERA- 
TION S have been upon my 


heart concerning the STATE of 
ISRAEL, both paſt, preſent andto 
come, ſome of which Ifind drawings 
to communicate; together with ſome 
QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 
concerning UNITY, 


The Conſiderations concerneng 1irael, are theſe which 
follow, 


I, He pretious living State,which my ſoul remembreth 
. * to have been, about the beginning of the late trou- 
# bles of this Nation, when 1ſrael was bent to ſeek 
afcer the Lord, and applied their hearts to wait 
upon him in faſtings and earneſt ſupplications, wherein my 
heart hath ofcen had the teſtimony, that. they were accepred of 
him, and had many times the ſeal of his preſence and power a- 
mong them : yea my heart did truly unite With and enjoy the 
| Ford in what was then given forth, and I can never be drawn to 
deny the truth and worth of that diſpenſation, though I know tt 
was. ſwallowed up by a greateliſolation, igon following after, 

_ and fince by ths breaking forth@Fa more lively diſpenſation. 
2. The over-running of that ſtate by the ſubrtilty of the enemy, - 
drawing the minds of the {imple and upright-hearted: from the 
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living feeling, and from the inward power of Religion, into - 
- Diſputations and Contentions about Forms of Worſhip and 
Church-government, which drew out the reaſoning part, and 
withdrew the ſpirit of the mind from feediny on its proper nou- 
riihment ; and ſo Life decayed in the Spirit, while Wiſdom 
and Knowledge and Subtilty encreaſed in the Underſtandins, 
And ſo the upright-hearted mifling of Life, where before they 
had found it, were ſcattered up and down to ſeek after it : and 
thoſe, who abode where they were, grew dry, barren and con- 
tentious, lofing the ſavour, {weetneſs, mecknels, love, and 
indeed whatever was living and pretious, and remained fixing 
their minds on that, which the Lord had departed from. Oh 
the darkneſs and miſery of this tate! O the pain of the hearts 
where Life was ſtirring, for want of the living God! O the 
death and formality of thoſe, that were dead and formal ! Sure. 
ly had not the Lord pittied his People in this Rate, and appear- 
ed to them in his Life and Power ( which tnis great deſolation 
made way for) it had been determined concerning 1f-ae/ for 
ever: for Death had over-grown the generality, and Life was 
even gaſping and expiring in the fingle-hearted, 

3. The pretious breaking forth of the Lord (at this diſmal 
time, in this hour of diſtreſs and deſperate condition of 1/rael ) 
- in ſome hidden Veſſels, whom he had kept waiting upon him, 

and whom he had preſerved freth in the ſenſe of him : to whom 
his appearance was very glorious, to whom he opened the ſtate 
of the Earth and the ſtate of his People, giving them the Ever- 
laſting Goſpel to preach to the Inhabitants of the Earth, and pro- | 
mifing them that his Spirit and Power ſhould go along with 
them, bidding them go forth to till and dreſs the Earth,and to 


* . gather his People into his. Fold. And who can utter what the 


Slory of this Light was, in its ſhining and breaking forth in 
theirhearts ] how* welcome to their weary ſouls, how pleaſant 
to the eye, of their ſpirits, how demonſtrative and ſatisfaRory 
to: their hearts! O the joy of that day (ſurely it crn never be 
 forgorteti by them ) wherein yJgyſenfibly felt the pouring down 
of the Spirit of Life upon themtg7and their hearts gathered into 
the boſom of Eternal Refi, and their ſouls and bodies ſanRified 


and ſer apait for the Lord and his Service. 
x 4. The 
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4. The contemptible means God put into their hands, ts 
work his work by ; which was not by preaching any new thing, 
but by dire&ing to a Prenciple, which God had already hid un 
the earth of every man's heart, and Which was to be known by 
ics divine Nature and Light, turning againſt and repoving fin, 
teſtifying that this was the way the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
had choſen, to bring his Sons and. Daughters into the Power 
and Glory of his Life. O what heart can receive this, what eye 
can ſee any beauty in this,but that which the Lord touchethand 
openeth !. I teſtifie ('in the ſence of Lite ) that the wiſdom of 
man, yea the wiſdom of 1ſrae! corrupted, cannot but deſpiſe and 
turn from this. Is not this the loweſt of all diſpenſations ? Is 
nor this common to all mankind ? Deth not this fall ſhort ( in . 
its ſelf as I may ſay, and as it hath formerly been diſpenſed ) of 
the diſpenſation of the Law of Moſes to the Fews, much more 
of the diſpenſation by Chriſt and his Apoſtles> Who would 
have looked for the Lord here ! And yet this hath the Lord cho= 
ſen to gather his People by, and to appear to the world in, and 
hath gathered the Life, Vertue and Subſtance of all former Diſ- 
penſations into it, as thoſe whoare gathered thereby and have - 
Waited upon him therein, and felt the Nature and Poyer of his 
Life -( and ſeen things paſt, preſent and to come ) ate living - 
Witneſles of, againſt all the gain-ſayings, thoughts and reaſon- 
ings offleſh and blood. FO, 

F. The contemptibleneſs of the Veſſels, which the Lord 
choſe to fill with this Treaſure, and to let forth this diſpenſation 
of his Life through. They were for the moſt part mean, as-to 
the outward, young country lads, of no deep underſtanding or 
ready expreſſion, but very fit to be deſpiſed every where by the 
wiſdom of man, and onely to be owned in the Power of that 
Life, wherein they came forth. How ridiculous was their man= 
ner of coming forth and appearance, to the eye of man! about 
what poor, trivial circumſtances, habits, geftures and things did 
they ſeem to lay great weight, and make great matters of mo» 
ment! How far did they ſeem from being acquainted with the 
Myfteries and Depths of Religion ! Bur their chief preaching 
was Repentanse, and about a Light within, and of turning to thaxy 
and proclaiming the great and terrivle Day of the Lord to be at hand: 
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they batter the wiſdom and reaſonings of man,making the lofti- 
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whe rein I confeſs my heart exceedingly deſpiſed them, and can- 
not Wonder that any wiſe man, or ſort of Profeſlors did, or do 
yet deſpiſe them, Yea they themſelves were very ſenlible of 
their own weakneſs,and unfitneſs for that great work and fervice 
wherewith the Lord had honoured them, and of their inability 
to'reaſon with man ; and ſo (in the fear and in the watch of _ 
their.ſpirits) kept cloſe to their ceyimony, and to the movings 
of his power, not matrering to anſwer or ſatisfy the reaſoning 
parr'of man, but ſingly minding the reaching to and raiſing of 
that, to Which their Teltimony was, | 

6. The bleſſing that God gave to'this his diſpenſation of Life 
in their hands. © how did the Lord proſper them in gathering 
his ſcattered wandering ſheep into his fold of Reſt ! How did 
their words drop down like dew, and refreth the hungry thirſty 
fouls! How did they reach to the Life in thoſe to whom they mi- 
niſtred, railing up that which lay dead in the grave, to give a l1- 
ving teſtimony to the living voice of God in them! How did 


neſs thereof (toop and bow to the weak and foolith babe of the 
begettings of Lite ! Eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor | 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, what the 
power of Life. hath- wrought through them in the hearts and 
conſciences of thoſe, who have longed after and waited:for the 
Lord. O the breathings and meltings of ſoul, the ſence of the 
livingpreſence of God, the ſubje&ing of the hearrunto the 
Lord,the awakening of and giving"trength unto his Wicneſs, 
the falling down and weakning of the powets of darkneſs, the 
clear ſhining of the Light of Life in the heart, and the ſweet Þ 
running of the: pure i{treams thereof into the enlivened ſouls, 
which hath often been known and ſealed to from the poweiful 
appearance of God in theit miniſtry ! Indeed when I have con- 
Gdered theſe and {uch- like things in my heart, and natzowly . 
marked them in my converſe with them, I have been often for- 
ced to cry out concerning them, 7raly here 1s man very weak aud 
gontemprible, but God wety glorious and powerful, And indeed, 
when at any time I looked on the man, 1 was hardly able to for- 
bear diſdaining them : but on the other hand, when the eye of 
my- ſpixit beheld the power and glory of the Loxd OL 
coul 
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cottfhardly forbear —_—— and exalting them, | 

7, The glory which the Lord advanced theſe Veſſels to, 
fince his beginning to make uſe of them, How hath he enriched 
them with gifts and abilities, and every way fitted them for the 
ſervice and employment, he hath had for them ! How hath he 
enlarged their miniſtry, that they who had very little to (ay, 
either by way of declaration or diſputation at firlt, now abound 
with Rtrength, and abundantly ſurpaſs. the knowledge and wiſ- 
dom both of the World,and of other Profeflors of Religion! The 
Lord indeed hath adorned them, putging his beauty upon them, 
and cauſing them to grow up in his {trength, and in his wiſdom. 
This mine eye hath ſeen-and often took notice of, bleſſing the 
Name of the Lord, and praying to him for their preſervation. 
And ſurely whoever he be, that hath either known himſelf or 
heard the relation of the poyerty of theſe young firiplings, when 
they firlt came forth in the Power of the Lord, how empty in 
themſelves they then were, how ſenſible they went up and 
down of their own weakneſs, how little they had to ſay to peo- 
ple, that came to obſerve them and enquire .of them , how 
afraid they were to bz drawn from their watch,at what a diſtance 
they ſtood from entring into reaſoning about things, I ſay, he 
that did know and doth conſider this, and ſhall alſo behold how 
the Lord hath advanced them fince, making them mighty and 
honourable with his gifts and abilities ( with the beauty-where- 
of th2 very man flouritheth, to the ſigh: of every eye that is in 
' any meaſure truly open) cannot but acknowledge the change - 
to be wonderful, | 

8. I have had che ſence and confideration of this alſo in my + 
heart, - That their danger is now greater, then when they were 
poorer, Weaker, and- not fo enriched and gifted by the Lord, 
The enemy is very ſubtil and watchful, and there. is danges to 
Ij;ael all along, both in the povercy and in the riches ;'but the 
oreater danger 1s 1n th riches:becauſe then man 1s apt toforget 
God, and to' loſe ſolnewhat of the ſence of his dependance 
(which keeps the ſoul low and ſafe in the Life ) and alſo to luf- 
fer ſomewhat of exaltation to creep upon him, which preſently 
in a degree corrupts and betrays him. The heart that is 1n any 
meaſure lifted up un its ſelf ; ſo far it 45 not upright tothe Lord: Let 
_- every 
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every one feel this, waiting to be preſerved, and praying for 
thoſe who are molt beautified, and advanted:' by gifts and abili- 
ties from the Life, becauſe in this reſpe6 { and at this time ) 
their danger 1s greateſt. When [/radl 18 peor, low, weak, trem- 
bling, ſeeing no lovelineſs nor worthineſs in himſelf, but de- 
pending upon the meer mercy,and tender bowels of the Lord in 
| the free Covenant of his love ec, then is /ſrael ſafe, But when 
} he hath a bzing given him in the Life,and is richly adorned with 
* the ornaments of Life,and come to have the power it ſelf in his 
hand to make uſe of ; then is he in more danger of becoming 
ſomewhat of himſelf, and of forgetting him that formed him 
( being apt to make uſe of his gifts without ſuck an immediate 
ence of the giver, as he had in his trembling and weak eſtate ) 
and ſo.of departing oat of that humble, tender, abaſed,contrite 
| ate and temper of ſpirit, wherein he was ſtill preſerved. 
j 9. This alſo hath been manifeſ} to me, and deeply impreſſed 
| on my ſpirit all along, That the Lord may, if he ſee good, ſuf- 
fer ſome great and eminent ones to fall in //rae/, Man may for- 
_ cet himſelf, and the Loxd may let out temptation upon him,and 
ſuffer it to enter, that he may bring him to the ſence and feeling 
of his weakneſs again. Yea, thoſe who have felt the power of 
the Lord in and through an inſtrument, may give more to the 
inſtrument than belongs unto it, and ſo put the Lord upon re- 
- covering'the honour due to him, which is miſplaced and miſap- 
plied to that, which is: but his inftrument. This is the Lord's 
E: day (the Light thereof is his, the Life his, the Power his ) and 
[ the glory thereof will he not | a to another, If therefore any 
| 
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. man, in this day,ſhall take to himſelf what belongs to the Lord, 

- or any other ſhall give it him, the Lord will not ſo loſe it, but 
will find out a way to recover his own: And happy 1s the man, 

| who lieth continually perfeAly-abaſed before the Lord, aflum- 

|=... ing nothing of the Lord's to himſelf,nor attributing any thing of 

+ ==he Lords to another, that the Lord alone may be exalted eve-- 

32 ..2y where. And let all gifts ſerve the Seed, and its rifing over 
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oreat ſhaking and ſhattering in-7ſrae/. Surely I may ſay,it would 
come very unexpeedly and unſuſpetedly to many ; and ſo 
ſuch perſons would be ſurprized with it, and not at all prepared . 
for it. Alas, who could ſuſpect (feeling perſons ſo eminent in 
the power, and ſo exerciſed and skilful in the Way and paths of 
righteouſneſs, and ſo able to inſtitu others therein) that they * 
could poſſibly fall in any degree, from the Truth and Power of . 
Life! And yet they are not free from temptation: and if they 
be confident of their own ſtrength, and forget the tender hand 
of the Lord, he may ſuffer a temptation to enter them, which 
preſently begets a ground for evil weeds to ſpring up in, and 
for blindneſs, and hardneſs, and error from the pure Power to 
creepin at. ff + 
 Odear Friends, who know the pretiouſneſs of Life, and de- 
ſire the preſervation of the Lord in your ſeveral conditions; Let 
us fear tt:z2 Lord and his goodneſs to us, remembring what a low 
ebb we were at, when the. Lord viſited us, and how freely he 
viſited, and how freely he daily preſerveth, that we may not be 
hardened or lifred up againft the World, or againſt any ſort of 
Profeflors, but may magnifie the grace which hath made and 
keepeth up the difference between us and them, praying to the 
Lord for them, and watching for the hour of his mercy to them, 
exerciſing all manner of ſweetneſs and meekneſs and long- 
ſuffering towards them in the mean time,alſo pittying and bear- 
ing With all the tempted ones among our ſelves,as ſuch who are 
ſenſible that we alſo may be tempted, and that underſtand th 
ground why we fall not by the temptation. | 

What ſhall I ſay more ? There are three Qweries appearing 
in my view, in relation to this thing, which the hearts of ſome 
may defire ſatisfa&tion about, to which I find ſomewhat in way 
of anſwer ſpringing up in me. | 


Querie x, 


How may a man, whom the Lord hath exalted by gifts aud ſervi« 
ces to him, be preſerved from falling ? 


_— 
1, There is that which waiteth to preſerve, & 1s ſtill Rretching 
forth 


C8): | 
forth its hand to keep to its ſelf that which it hath gathered, 
which being hearkened and yeelded unto ia its diſcoveries and 
warnings, Will not fail to deliver the ſoul from the danger and 
ſnares of every condition, 


2, There is the free mercy and love of the Covenant, where- 


in the ſoul may find help and pity, although it ſhould be ſome- 
. what tainted and entangled with che ſnares of the enemy. 
3. There 1s a proper trame or ſtate of ſpirit, to wit of humili- 


ty and brokennes, which is fit for ſrael in every condition, but _ 


more eſpecially when he is exalted in the dominion and power 
of Life, and honoured with great gifts and ſervices for the Lord. 
In this Iſrael is ſafe : and happy is he, who is not ſuffered to 
abide in any degree of exaltation of ſpirit, but is brough: down 
again ( through the tender mercy and love of the Lord) into 
this, th6ugh by.the buffetings of Satan. 


| Querie 2, 


How may the little ones, if the Lord ſhould ſuffer one or more ( of 
ſach as have been very eminent in his ſervice ) to decline and fall, 
how may they be preſerved from falling with him or them ? 


Anſwer. 


Keeping to the meaſure of Life in the particular, and not va- 
luing others, 'by an apprehenſion concerning them, but onely 
knowing andhonouring them as they ate felr and diſcerned in 
the Life, this will preſerve every particular (that is thus order- 
ed) from being tainted with any of their ſnares or deviations. 
O Iſrael, O little Babes, Know no man after the fleſh, but the 
Lord alone in his living Spirit, For man is but a veſlel, wherein 
the Life may appear or diſappear at pleaſure;and the Lord is not 
engaged to make uſe of man in his ſervice,further then he ſeeth 
' £00d, The Lord may appear where he hath never appeared be- 
fore, and he may not appear where he hath hitherto appeared 
very frequently and powerfully, O know the Life in thine own 
heart,that is to be the Judge in thee concerning the appearances 
of Life in others,” If that judge not, be ill and filent thy 
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heart, waiting for its judgement : when that judgeth, let all thy 
thoughts and reaſonings be bowed down under it. Let man have 
no more than his. due, While the Lord pleaſeth to make uſe of 
him ; and to ſuch there will accrue no great ſhaking or dam- 
mage, when the Lord layeth afide any of his own inſtruments. 
Bur if any thing but the Life judge, it will Rill either be ſetting 
up or throwing down man, whereby there will come loſs on ei= 
ther hand in the iflue, to all ſuch who thus aR, 


Querie 3. 
fa may any ſuch, as have fallen from an high and gloriouſtate = 


in the power aud dominion of Life, be again recovered ? 
Anſw, 


Indeeed this is a very difficult thing : not becauſe theMer- 
Cy and Power of the Lord is at a loſs to or concerning manin 
this ſtare, but becauſe this condition ſets a man's ſpuit at fo 
oreat a diſtance from the uſe of that remedy, which the Lord 
hath appointed for man's recovery. It is very hard to bring 
ſuch an one to the ſence of his loſs (whereby the depth af:his 
fall might be prevented) until he be gone very far: and thefar- 
ther he goes in his declining from the Life, the harder will his 
recovory be. Again, It is hard for ſuch an one to 'becomeſo 
poor,and lye ſo low and ſo long at the foot of God's grace,as al- 


* 1o to be contented to be ſo laid afide and not:made uſe of,as rhe 


Spirit of the Lord may judge neceflary for him, to bring him in» 
co a perfect abaſement of {pirit, and to work that perfectly out 
of him, whereby the enemy now entred to betray him: yea the 
judgement of che Lord ( the righteous and ſevere judgement of , 
the Lord) is hard co be born in this ſtare ; andit ismuch, if ſuch 
a_Veſſel do nat break here, in its new forming on the wheel, 
Yer that which boweth before the Lord, being willing'to'be 
ſmitten andabaſed by him, and-to lye under his correRion and 
judgement his ſeaſon, even unril he ſay it is enough, the Lord 
will without doubt reſtore 1nto his favour, if not alſo'intothe 
honour of his ſervice again. | AO IBGSTT 
| B | Object. - 
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"prepared by the Logd to receive it, Therefore, 


( 20, ) 
p -.-:1.  Objedt; 

But ſome tender heart may ſay ( which feeleth many weakneſſes, 
wuch unbelief and the danger of faling daily ) if thes be true,O what 
will become of me !: If ſuch as theſe be liable to fall,and to fall ſo dan. 


erouſly, how ſhall I ſtand! I was wounded enough before with the 
; oo of mine own conditzon, but this affrighteth me much more, 


Anſs. 


O tender heart, the enemy may make uſe of this to troubfe 


; and afflict thee, but it was not ſo intended by the Lord, who is 
- very full of unutterable bowels, and who hath a day of bow- 


els for thy ſtate : yea his day, Which hath already idawn- 
ed, is ſo dawning,as to reach thee. The Lord hath not yet done 
gathering his ſcattered ſheep, nor yet ſhown the utmoſt skill he 
hath, either to gather or to preſerve : and the ſtate of the weak- 
eft, under the preſerving power of the Zord is ſafe, Great are 


the diſeaſes of 1ſrae/, great is yer the loſs of ſcattered ſouls; 


Which as yet know not the call of the ſhepherd; and if at any 
time:they do feel a touch thereof, are eaſily reaſoned again out 
& it, and driven back by the thoughts ef their own hearts, O 
grear, great alſo is the skill of the ſhepherd, and his hand very 
tender, which the Lord is putting forth for the help of thoſe, 
blefſed be his Name. And as the condition of cheie needs and 
requires that from the nature and foul of the Lord, which the 
conditions of others do not require : So the nature of the Zord 
hath mercy and love in it to anſwer their fates, and will give 
It out in his day andſeafon ; O let none be offended thereat. 
Let no eye throughout all 1/rae/ be evil, becauſe the Lord is ex- 
ceeding good. If he pleaſe to kill the fatred Calf, and ſer ic be- 
fore his Prodigal Sor; let none that have walked faithfully with 
him in any diipenſation, be offended thereat : but rather let all 
(in whom is Life ) ſtand ready to ſhout at the ifluings forth of 
tove and mercy, in the varieties of the diſpenſations thereof, 
according to the need and capacity of every {ogg of Veſlels, 
"Mou affiifted, 

rofſed 
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rofſed with tempeſt and 194 eomported, thou ſhalt know and feel this - 
from the Lord, that he knoweth how to bring home his conſola- 
tions to thy ſoul, and to caſt thee into the mold of his Life,and 
bring thee forth in the power of his righteouſneſs ; and that he 
needeth not to find any worthyneſs or righteouſnels in thee : for 
he can create and make room for it in thy heart, yea he can be= 
vin, Carry on, and perfect his work in thee for his own Names 
{ake. And to thee,O broken ſoul, I cannot (ſo much) ſay, Do this 
or believe this , but rather, The Lord will work in thee, yea the Lord 
will quicken Faith in thee, and raiſe up his own Nature fromthe 
Seed of his own Life, which he himſelf hath ſown 1m thy inward 
parts, and will not fail to preſerve, 

Betides, this broken ſtate of thine ( wherein the vileneſs and 
weakneſs of ſelf is. daily felt, with the exceeding great need of 
the Lords preſerving power and mercy) is a ſafe (tate, towards 
which, that which (alone) preſerveth is continually iſſuing ſorth 
in the bowels of its tenderneſs. And though thou doſt not fee 
the love of the Lord and his tender care over thee -( and ſo 
wanteſt the comfort of thine own condition ;) yet 4tis never a 
Whit the leſs in the heart and ſpirit of the Lord towards thee : 


| and in divers reſpeRs, I may ſay, it 1s.better fortheE at pre- 


ſent-to want the fight of it. I am ſatisfied in my heart concerping 
the nature and ways of the Lord, and I know thete is that Mer 
cy in him, which my ſoul crieth for; and that it is-not.onely 
treaſured up, but about to be ifſued forth tawards thoſe for Who 
ſakes the cry 1s unto him for it. The Lord will ariſe and hat 
mcrcy upon Sion, even upon the mourners and diſtreſſed ones in 
Sion ; he will ſay to them who-are of a fearful heart, and mournbit- 


 terly becauſe of their unbelief \( finding themſelves as unable to 


Believe now for Righteouſneſs, as ever the Fews were to Work 
for it.) beſtrong, ſtand ſtill, wait. on me your Gol behold my righte= 
onſneſs ts ready to be revealed, and I am bringing that faith with me 
which ye want, to give/your ſouls the enterance into my Promiſes, 
and into my Divine Nature. 'promiſed. Ye are my Lambs, and my 
boſom is for you, and thither will I gather yon ; yea, ye have already 


ronceived and are with young, though ye kiow it not, and I will lead 


You gg pert! yin a way that ye caunor:y0r never ſhall know, as ye would 
677 ing bits [pal mot ane or nfs of thay honnledge thergeſy that 1". 
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fer grod for you, 1 will b:get a deeper Lift in you, and bring it fmth 
after a deeper way of diſpenſation, thas ye have yet been acquainted 
with, or than your underftandings can comprehend : but in the death 
' which I am bringing upon you, and in the travelling pangs which ye 

ſhall feel in tabs, 8, ſhall it ſpring up i you and be brought forth. 
O dear Lambs, mind the quickenings of Life, and the favour 
and ſence which the Lord begets in the heart, and ler the out- 
ward knowledge ( even of what ye have had experience) go, 
- butas the Lord! quickens it:and mind not the noiles of thoughts 
and reaſonings about things, which the ſoul's enemy will be 
ftriving to fill you with and batter you by ; but fink down from 
theſe, and wait to feel that which lyes beneath them,in the free 
nature, life, vertne, power and motions whereof alone is your 
foul's ſalvation : andif.ye cannot receive the ſence of this di- 
xeRion at preſent, wait 'on the Lord either for it, or for what 
other manifeſtation or tender help he ſhall pleaſe to give forth 
unto you. 


Some Queſtions and Anſwers concerning Spirwual bs 
Knity. 
oe” Queſt, x, 
\ VA Va i Spiritual Unity ? 
V9 | Anſw. | 
The meeting of the ſame fpiritual nature in divers, in one yt 


and the ſame ſpiritual center or ſtreams of Life. When the ſpi- 
rits or ſouls of creatures are begotten by one Power into one 
Lifezand meet in heart there : ſo far as they thus meet, there is 
wrue Unity:amopg them. - WS 
WE . Queſt. 2. 
Wherein doth thu Wynty conſiſt * "y 
In the Life, in the Nature, in the Spirit wherein-tbey are all 
os 4 =Y EP. begotten | 
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| begotten, and of which they are formed, and where their meet- 


ingis. It conſiſts not in any outward or inward thing of an in- 
ferioup nature, but onely keeps within the limits and bounds of 
the ſame Nature. The doing the ſame thing, the thinking the 
ſame thing, the ſpeaking the ſame thing, this doth not unite 
here in this ſtate, 1n this nature, but onely the doing or thinking 
or ſpeaking of it in the ſame Life, Yea though the doings or 
thoughts or words be —_—_ yet if they proceed from the 
ſame Principle and Nature, there is a true- Unity felt therein, 
where the Life alone is judge. | | 


_ -- — aſt, 2. 
How u thus Unity preſerved ? 
eAnſw, 
Onely by abiding in the Life, onely by keeping to the Pow- 


er and in the Principle, from whence rhe Unity ſprang, and 
in which it ftands, Here is a knitting of Natures, and a fellows - 


- ſhipin the ſame ſpiritual center, Here the divers and different 


motions of ſeveral members in the body (thus coming from the 
Life and Spizit of the Body ) are known to and owned by the 
ſame Life , where ir is frefh and ſenſible. It is not keeping 
up an outward knowledge ( or belief concerning things) that u= 
nites,nor keeping up an outward conformity in ations, &c, for 
theſe may be held and done by another part in man,and in a8 
ther nature ; but it is by keeping and a&ing in that, which'&d 
at firft unite. In this there is neither matter nor room for divi- 
fion : and he that is within theſe limits,cannot but be found in 
the oneneſs, ie OT ERR | b 8 


Queſt, 4. .. 
How is this Unity interrupted ? 
Arſw, | 
By the interpoſition of any thing of a different nature or ſpi- 


rit from the Life, When any thing of the earthly or ſenſual part 
comes 
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comes between the Soul and the Life, this interrupts the Soul's 


anity with the Life it ſelf, and. it alſo interrupts its unity with 


the Life in others, and the unity of the Life in others with it, 


Any thing of the man's-ſpirit,of the man's wiſdom, of the man's - 


will, not bowed down and brought into ſubje&ion, and ſo not 
coming forth in and under the authority and guidance of Life, 
in this is ſomewhat of the nature of diviſion : yea the very 
knowledge of truth and holding of it forth, by the man's wiſdom 
and in his will, out of the movings and power of the Life, brings 
a damp upon the Life and interrupts the Unity ; for the Life 
in others cannot unite: with this in ſpirit, though it may own 
the words to be true, | . 

Queſt. 5. 


How may this Unity be recovered, if at any time decaying ? 
h Anx(w. 
In the Lord alone is the recovery of Iſrael, from any degree 
of loſs in any kind, at any time, who alone can teach to retire 
intoandto be found in that, wherein the Unity is and ſtands, 


and into which diviſion cannor enter. This is the way of reſto- 
ring-unity to /ſrae/, upon the fence of any want thereof, even 


every one through the Lord's help retiring (in-ygown particu- 


lar?) and furthering the retirings of others to M- Principle of 
Life, that every one there may feel the waſhing from what hath 
inany meaſure corrupted, and the new begeiting into the powW- 


_ eraf-Life. -From this the true and laſting unity will ſpring a= 
main;to the gladding of all hearts that know the ſweetneſs of it, 


and:who.cannot but naturally and moſt earneſtly defire it. O 
mark. therefore, The way 1s not by ſtriving to beget into one 
and the ſame apprehenſion concerning things,nor by endeavour- 


ing to bring into one and the ſame praQices; but by alluring 


and driving into that, wherein the Unity conſiſts, and which 


brings it forth in the Veſſels, which are ſeaſoned therewith 


and. ordered thereby. And from this let all wait for the daily- 


new and living knowledge, andfor the ordering of their conver- 
ſations and praRiſes in that Light (and drawings thereof )and 
in that ſimplicity and integrity of heart, which the Spirit of Life 


at. preſent holdeth forth and worketh in them.; andthe Toy, 
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will be felt,and the Name of the Lord praiſedin all the tents of 
w/e through all the habitations of his /ſ-gel: and there will 
be but one heart, one ſoul,and one ſpirit aud one mil, and one way 
and power of Life:and what is already wrought in-every heart, the 
Loxd will be acknowledged in and his Name praiſed, and the 
Lord's ſeaſon contentedly waited, for his filling up of what is 
wanting any where. So the living God (the God of Iſrael, the God 
of everlaſting tender bowels and compaſſions to Iſrael ) fill the veſſels 
of his heritage with his Life, and cauſe the peace and love of his ha- 
ly Nature and Spirit to deſcend npon ther dwellings,aud to ſpring up 
owerfully in them towards his living Truth, towards one another, 
And let all trive to excel in tenderneſs, and in long-ſuffer- 
ing, and to be kept out of hard andevil thoughts one of another, 
and from harſh interpretations concerning any thing relating to 
one another. Oh this is unworthy to be found in an 1ſraelite 
towards an Egyptiay, but exceeding ſhamefil and inexcuſable to. 
be found in one brother towards anocher, How many weakneſ- 
ſes doth the Lord paſs by in us! how ready is he tointerpret 
every thing well concerni:'g his Diſciples, that may bear a good 
interpretation ! The Spirit, faith he, # willing : bus the Fleſh us 
weak, When they had been a!l icattered from him upon his death, 
he did not afterwards upbraid them, but (weetly gathered them 
again, O dear Friends, have we received the ſame Life of ſweet- 
neſs! Letus bring forih he ſame ſweet fruits, being ready to 
excuſe,and to receive What may tend towards the excuſe of ano=- 
ther in any doubtful caſe ; and where there is any evil mani- 
felt, Wait, O wait to overcome 1t with good. O let us not 
ſpend the ſtrength of our Spirits, in crying out of one another 
becauſe of evil, but watch and wait where the mercy and the 
healing vertue will pleaſe to ariſe. O Lord my God, when thou. 
haſt ſhewen the wants of Iſrael in any kind ſufficiently ( whether tn 
the particular or 1p the general ) bring forth the ſupply thereof from 
thy fulneſs, ſo ordering it* in thine eternal wiſdom, that all may be 
aſhamed aud abaſed before thee, and thy Name praiſed in and over 
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ISAAC PENINGTON. __ 


' THE END. 


